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It follows that two dangers must be avoided.
First, the erection of the central government
into a unitary government. If all powers were
vested in the central government a strong state
would come into being for a time, but it would
not last, as the forces of localism would con-
tinually undermine it. The States of India are
not * interpolated passages' in its national
history. They represent the inherent particu-
larism of India. A central government which
took no account of the states would ignore this
most persistent fact of India's history. If in
the interests of theoretical uniformity such a
course were to be pursued, national life would
be endangered and India might be thrown into
a state of chaos and anarchy, such as followed
the collapse of Mogul rule.
The second danger to be avoided is the
assignment of inadequate authority to the
central government. Equally great would be
the menace that would follow if the central
government were not strong enough within its
sphere of responsibility to enforce its decisions
or to check the forces of disintegration. The
first was the mistake of the Hohenstaufens,
who ruined the magnificent heritage of Charle-
magne and Otho the Great by their fight against